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Biden is ‘old,’ Trump is 
‘corrupt’: AP-NORC poll 
has ominous signs for both 
in possible 2024 rematch 


People walk past the White House in Washington, Tuesday, March 28, 2023. 
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By WILL WEISSERT, EMILY SWANSON and 
DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is “old” and 
“confused,” and former President Donald Trump is 
“corrupt” and “dishonest.” Those are among the top 
terms Americans use when they’re asked to describe the 
Democrat in the White House and the Republican best 
positioned to face him in next year’s election. 
Unflattering portraits of Biden and Trump emerge clearly 
in a new poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research, which asked an open-ended 
question about what comes to mind when people think 
of them. 


Continued on Page 2 
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Biden is ‘old,’ Trump is ‘corrupt’: AP-NORC poll has ominous signs 
for both in possible 2024 rematch 


Continued from Front 


For Biden, the largest share 
of U.S. adults — including 
both Democrats and Re- 
publicans 
— 
mentioned 
his age. At 80, Biden is just 
three 
years 
older 
than 
Trump, but many Ameri- 
cans expressed real con- 
cerns about his ability to 
continue as president. 
Trump, 
meanwhile, 
has 
been 
indicted 
in 
four 
cases featuring 91 total 
criminal counts and elic- 
its words such as “corrupt” 
and 
“crooked” 
(named 
by 15%), along with “bad” 
and other generally nega- 
tive comments (11%). Not 
far behind are words like 
“liar” and “dishonest” (8%). 
Another 8% offered gener- 
ally positive comments like 
“good,” though. 
A deeper look doesn’t im- 
prove things much for Bi- 
den or Trump. And while 
many of the criticisms re- 
flect a familiar partisan di- 
vide, the poll shows neither 
man is immune to criticism 
from within his own party. 
“He looks like he needs 
to be someone’s kindly 
grandpa on the arm, not 
someone at the wheel of 
power,” Justin Campbell, 
a 27-year-old Democrat 
and security guard in the 
Brookhaven area of Missis- 
sippi, said of Biden. He was 
even more negative about 
Trump, though, saying that 
the former president “acts 
like a kindergartner when 
people tell him ‘no.’” 
Campbell suggested that 
Trump reads so little about 
policy and national security 
that he might be “function- 
ally illiterate.” He said he 
plans to vote for Biden next 
year and, “I eagerly await 
Donald Trump being in jail.” 
Such sentiments were com- 
mon. Fully 26% of respond- 
ents use words like “old” 
or “outdated” to describe 
Biden, and another 15% 
mention things like “slow” 
and “confused.” 
Another 10% give gener- 
ally negative comments 
about the president, and 
6% use words like “corrupt” 
and “crooked.” Just 6% of- 
fer words like “president” 
and “leader,” and 5% use 


those like “strong” and “ca- 
pable” — the top positive 
comments made about Bi- 
den. 
Biden’s 
age 
was 
refer- 
enced 
frequently 
even 
among Democrats, 28% of 
whom mention it — a sig- 
nificantly higher percent- 
age than those who point 
to the presidency or lead- 
ership (11%) or strength and 
capability (11%). 
Trump’s 
negative 
com- 
ments center not on age 
but on his moral standing 
and conduct, along with 
things 
like 
“loudmouth” 
and “angry” (6%), “crazy” 
and “dangerous” (6%) and 
“narcissist” (6%). Some 5% 
use words like “strong” and 
“capable.” 
Rami Marsha, a 58-year-old 
CEO of a manufacturing 
company in Agoura Hills, 
California, is a registered 
Democrat who voted for 
Trump in 2016 and for Biden 
in 2020 — but says he’d 
likely leave the presidential 
race portion of his ballot 
blank if those two square 
off again in 2024. 
“I think he might be having 
some dementia, and I don’t 
think he has the power to 
run the country,” Marsha 
said of Biden. But he was 
equally blunt about Trump: 
“I’ve had enough of him.” 
That’s a fairly common 


sentiment. The poll shows 
that only 24% of Americans 
overall want to see Biden 
run again, while 30% say 
the same about Trump — 
and majorities say they are 
reluctant to support them if 
they are nominated again. 
Also, 62% of Americans say 
they have an unfavorable 
opinion of Trump; 52% say 
the same about Biden. 
Biden’s 
reelection 
cam- 
paign said the president’s 
age is not a top motiva- 
tor for voters, especially 
compared to the admin- 
istration’s policy accom- 
plishments or key issues 
like abortion. It also noted 
that perceptions of the 
president and Democrats 
were not strong before last 
year’s midterms — only to 
have the party defy expec- 
tations. 
A Trump campaign spokes- 
man did not answer mes- 
sages seeking comment, 
but the former president 
has previously used his in- 
dictments to go on the po- 
litical offensive, telling sup- 
porters at rallies, “I’m being 
indicted for you.” 
Larry Haith, a 73-year-old 
Idahoan and retired presi- 
dent and general manag- 
er of an auto parts firm, is a 
Republican who described 
Biden for the poll as an “id- 
iot” and called Trump “ar- 


rogant.” He said he doesn’t 
plan on voting for either 
next year. 
Haith blamed Biden’s eco- 
nomic policies for his cash 
net worth declining at least 
about $150,000 and said 
the president “just needs to 
retire and get on with it.” 
Though he had some kind 
words for Trump, Haith was 
also critical of the former 
president. 
“I really like what he did, 
and I like the decisions 
that he made,” said Haith, 
who added that, at first, “I 
really liked that gruffness 
about him.” But those feel- 
ings have cooled, he said, 
in part because Trump has 
what Haith described as “a 
typical New York, arrogant 
attitude.” 
“I’m not going to support 
him anymore,” he said. 
“I’m done with him.” 
Annie Doerr, a 60-year- 
old retiree from suburban 
Atlanta 
who 
described 
herself as a moderate Re- 
publican, said of Trump, “I 
thought some of his policies 
were good for Americans, 
but he’s just too much of a 
distraction.” 
Doerr had problems with 
the president, too, com- 
paring him to what she had 
seen while caring for her 
95-year-old father. 
“He reminded me a lot of 


Biden, just things that come 
out of (Biden’s) mouth,” 
Doerr said. 
“I just don’t think he’s fit to 
be president for four more 
years,” she added. “He 
may have been when he 
first ran, but not now.” 
The poll also illustrated fa- 
miliar ideological divides. It 
found that Republicans are 
more likely than Democrats 
to use words like “slow” and 
“confused” to describe Bi- 
den, 25% to 7%, as well as 
words like “corrupt” and 
“crooked” (14% to 0%) and 
“weak” 
or 
“unqualified” 
(9% to 2%). 
For Trump, meanwhile, the 
top comments among Re- 
publicans include the gen- 
erally positive (15%) along 
with things like “strong” 
(11%) 
and 
mentions 
of 
America or patriotism (8%), 
along with mentions of the 
presidency or leadership 
(6%). 
Even some Republicans use 
negative words to describe 
Trump, though, including 
labels such as “loudmouth” 
or “angry” (7%). Others 
mentioned arrogance or 
pompousness (6%), narcis- 
sism (5%) or other generally 
negative comments (6%). 
Democrats are more likely 
than Republicans to cite 
corruption (25% to 4%) and 
dishonesty (12% to 4%) to 
describe Trump. Seven per- 
cent of Democrats mention 
racism, bigotry, homopho- 
bia or misogyny among 
their top words to describe 
the former president. Those 
words were hardly invoked 
by any Republicans in the 
poll. 
Susan Grant, a 66-year- 
old retired office manager 
for a nonprofit physician 
membership 
association 
from 
Westfield, 
Indiana, 
said Trump “does not need 
to run again for any office. 
He’s not fit.” 
But she added that, “While 
I respect Biden, I think he’s 
too old.” 
“I do feel like he’s at the 
age where he probably 
needs to not run,” said 
Grant, a Republican. “I’m 
not saying he’s not able. 
But, overall, I would like to 
see younger people run- 
ning for president.”q 


People watch from their vehicle as President Donald Trump, on left of video screen, and Democratic 
presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden speak during a Presidential Debate Watch 
Party at Fort Mason Center in San Francisco, Thursday, Oct. 22, 2020. 
Associated Press 
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By FATIMA HUSSEIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As 
worker actions continue 
from Hollywood to De- 
troit, and new labor unions 
crop up at firms like Star- 
bucks and Amazon, the 
White House on Monday 
was highlighting its effort to 
bolster worker organizing 
throughout the U.S. 
President 
Joe 
Biden 
is 
counting on critical labor 
support as he campaigns 
for a second term in office, 
holding his first re-election 
campaign rally at a Penn- 
sylvania union hall in June, 
declaring: “I’m proud to be 
the most pro-union presi- 
dent in American history.” 
The White House and Trea- 
sury on Monday issued a 
joint analysis on what the 
administration sees as the 
importance of unions, and 
also the White House efforts 
to safeguard and bolster 
them. There is “evidence 
that unions strengthen the 
middle class and grow the 
economy” by raising wag- 
es of members and improv- 
ing health care, retirement 
and predictable schedul- 
ing plan benefits, accord- 
ing to the analysis. 
“There have been recent 
signs of a reinvigorated la- 


bor movement, as union 
election petitions in 2022 
bounced back from the 
pandemic to their highest 
level since 2015,” the analy- 
sis says “and public opinion 
of labor unions is at its high- 
est level in over 50 years.” 
Vice President Kamala Har- 
ris, who leads the White 
House Labor Task Force, 
created to work with fed- 
eral agencies to use their 
existing authority to sup- 


port labor organizing and 
bargaining, 
told 
report- 
ers unions were critically 
important. 
“When 
union 
workers bargain for higher 
pay, it increases pressure 
on non-union companies 
to raise pay as well to stay 
competitive in the labor 
market,” she said. 
Workers calling for higher 
wages, better working con- 
ditions and job security, es- 
pecially since the end of 


the pandemic, have been 
increasingly willing to walk 
out on the job as employ- 
ers face a greater need for 
workers. The Cornell School 
of Industrial and Labor Re- 
lations Labor Action Track- 
er logged 424 work stop- 
pages which includes 417 
strikes and seven lockouts 
involving 
approximately 
224,000 workers in 2022. 
Despite the coverage of 
strikes and an administra- 


tion that claims it is friend- 
lier to unions, membership 
numbers are still waning 
nationally. A January BLS 
report states that 11.3 per- 
cent of U.S. workers were 
represented by a union 
in 2022, down by 0.3 per- 
cent from a year ago. 
Globalization, automation 
and the deterioration of 
legal support to workers 
over decades has brought 
down union participation 
numbers, 
administration 
officials 
said. 
Hollywood 
writers have been striking 
since early May and have 
not yet made a deal with 
the studios. Starbucks work- 
ers have unionized at more 
than 350 stores across the 
country and a collection 
of Amazon workers have 
joined 
the 
International 
Brotherhood of the Team- 
sters, in hopes of gaining 
union recognition. 
Most recently, auto work- 
ers represented by the 
United Auto Workers union 
which still has not endorsed 
Biden’s 2024 presidential 
run voted overwhelmingly 
to give leaders the author- 
ity to call strikes against 
Detroit car companies Stel- 
lantis, General Motors and 
Ford if a contract agree- 
ment isn’t reached. q 


By MEAD GRUVER 
Associated Press 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — A 
judge has dismissed a law- 
suit contesting a transgen- 
der 
woman’s 
admission 
into a sorority at the Univer- 
sity of Wyoming, ruling that 
he could not override how 
the private, voluntary orga- 
nization defined a woman 
and order that she not be- 
long. 
In the lawsuit, six members 
of the Kappa Kappa Gam- 
ma sorority chapter chal- 
lenged Artemis Langford’s 
admission by casting doubt 
on whether sorority rules al- 
lowed a transgender wom- 
an. 
Wyoming U.S. District Court 
Judge Alan Johnson, in his 
ruling, found that sorority 


bylaws don’t define who’s 
a woman. 
The case at Wyoming’s only 
four-year public university 


drew widespread atten- 
tion as transgender people 
fight for more acceptance 
in schools, athletics, work- 


places 
and 
elsewhere, 
while others push back. 
A federal court cannot 
interfere with the sorority 
chapter’s freedom of as- 
sociation by ruling against 
its vote to induct the trans- 
gender woman last year, 
Johnson ruled Friday. 
With no definition of a wom- 
an in sorority bylaws, John- 
son ruled that he could not 
impose the six sisters’ defini- 
tion of a woman in place of 
the sorority’s more expan- 
sive definition provided in 
court. 
“With its inquiry beginning 
and ending there, the court 
will not define a ‘woman’ 
today,” Johnson wrote. 
Langford’s attorney, Ra- 
chel Berkness, welcomed 
the ruling. 


“The 
allegations 
against 
Ms. Langford should never 
have made it into a legal 
filing. 
They are nothing more 
than cruel rumors that mir- 
ror exactly the type of ru- 
mors used to vilify and de- 
humanize members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community for 
generations. And they are 
baseless,” Berkness said in 
an email. 
The sorority sisters who sued 
said Langford’s presence in 
their sorority house made 
them uncomfortable. But 
while the lawsuit portrayed 
Langford 
as 
a 
“sexual 
predator,” claims about 
her behavior turned out to 
be a “nothing more than a 
drunken rumor,” Berkness 
said.q 


Striking writers and actors picket outside Paramount studios in Los Angeles on Friday, July 14, 2023. 


Associated Press 


White House highlights how administration is helping unions 


Two people walk on the University of Wyoming campus, June 
14, 2016, in Laramie, Wyo. 


Associated Press 


Judge dismisses lawsuit by sorority sisters who sought to block a 
transgender woman from joining 
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By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden will observe 
next month’s 22nd anni- 
versary of the worst terror- 
ist attack on U.S. soil at an 
Alaska military base with 
service members and their 
families, the White House 
announced. 
It will be the first time that a 
president has not attended 
any of the observances 
that have been held annu- 
ally in New York City, Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia, just 
outside Washington, ac- 
cording to an Associated 


Press review of media cov- 
erage of these events. 
Biden will stop in Alaska for 
the 9/11 observance at 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Rich- 
ardson in Anchorage on his 
way back to Washington 
after he attends a summit in 
New Delhi with other world 
leaders and visits Vietnam 
on Sept. 10. 
Vice President Kamala Har- 
ris and her husband, Doug 
Emhoff, will participate in 
the annual commemora- 
tion at the National Sep- 
tember 11 Memorial and 
Museum in lower Manhat- 
tan. First lady Jill Biden will 


lay a wreath at the 9/11 
memorial at the Pentagon. 
Terrorists 
hijacked 
com- 
mercial airplanes on Sept. 
11, 2001, and flew them 
into the Twin Towers in New 
York’s financial district and 
the Pentagon in Arlington, 
Virginia. A fourth plane 
crashed in a field in Shanks- 
ville, 
Pennsylvania, 
after 
passengers fought back. 
Nearly 3,000 people were 
killed in the attacks. Biden 
was a U.S. senator at the 
time. The White House did 
not announce which official 
will participate in the Penn- 
sylvania observance.q 


By HANNAH SCHOENBAUM 
Associated Press 
CHAPEL 
HILL, 
N.C. 
(AP) 
— An apparent shooting 
at the University of North 
Carolina’s flagship cam- 
pus Monday led students 
and faculty to barricade 
themselves in dorm rooms, 
offices and classrooms for 
hours until the lockdown 
was lifted. 
About three hours after 
warning students to seek 
shelter indoors and avoid 
windows 
Monday, 
the 
school posted on X, for- 
merly known as Twitter, “All 
clear. All clear. Resume 
normal activities.” 
Although school officials 
and local authorities didn’t 
provide details about the 
alleged shooting, Gov. Roy 
Cooper posted on X that 
he had spoken to the Or- 
ange County sheriff and 
the state’s public safety 
secretary and “pledged all 
state resources needed to 
capture the shooter and 
protect the UNC campus.” 
Cooper’s office declined 
to provide further informa- 
tion, saying it didn’t want 
to get ahead of what lo- 
cal authorities were saying. 
School officials said as soon 
as they had verified infor- 
mation, they would share it. 
The school’s first alert was 
sent out just after 1 p.m. At 


1:50 p.m., officials posted 
on X that the shelter-in- 
place order remained in 
effect and that it was “an 
ongoing situation.” About 
40 minutes later, the school 
added a post saying: “Re- 
main sheltered in place. 
This is an ongoing situation. 
Suspect at large.” 
About two hours after the 
first alert went out, officers 
were still arriving in droves, 
with about 50 police vehi- 
cles at the scene and multi- 
ple helicopters circling over 
the school. 
One officer admonished 
two people who tried to 


exit the student center, yell- 
ing “Inside, now!” About 10 
minutes later, law enforce- 
ment escorted a group of 
students out of one of the 
science buildings, with ev- 
eryone walking in an order- 
ly line with their hands up. 
Shortly before 4 p.m., stu- 
dents and faculty started 
emerging 
from 
campus 
buildings, with the lock- 
down over. 
The report of the shooting 
and subsequent lockdown 
paralyzed 
campus 
and 
parts of the surrounding 
town of Chapel Hill a week 
after classes began at the 


state’s flagship public uni- 
versity. The university has 
approximately 20,000 un- 
dergraduate students and 
12,000 graduate students. 
During the lockdown, a stu- 
dent told TV station WTVD 
that she had barricaded 
her dormitory door with her 
furniture. Another student, 
speaking softly, described 
hiding in fear with others in 
a dark bathroom. 
Adrian Lanier, a sopho- 
more computer science 
major, told The Associated 
Press that he was in a cam- 
pus gym when the first safe- 
ty alert was issued. He said 


he and others sat against 
a wall, trying to stay as far 
away as possible from the 
doors and windows. He 
sheltered in place for a 
couple of hours as rumors 
spread 
across 
campus 
about what was happen- 
ing. “No one really felt safe 
enough to leave. I didn’t,” 
Lanier said. 
Other friends of his were 
barricaded in classrooms 
or went into the basement 
of the building they were 
in, Lanier said. Oliver Katz, 
an exchange student from 
Copenhagen 
Business 
School in Denmark, was 
working out at the campus 
gym with friends when he 
got the alert on his phone. 
Some students crowded 
into the locker rooms to get 
away from windows while 
others crouched in the cor- 
ners and sat on the floor, he 
said. 
They stayed there for about 
three hours before they 
were evacuated by police. 
“This never happens where 
I’m from,” Katz said, adding 
that before he decided to 
study at UNC, it crossed his 
mind that school shootings 
were much more common 
in the United States. “It was 
intense. But I was a little sur- 
prised that other people 
weren’t 
panicking 
that 
much.”q 


Law enforcement and first responders gather on South Street near the Bell Tower on the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill campus in Chapel Hill, N.C., Monday, Aug. 28, 2023, after a report 
of an “armed and dangerous person” on campus. 


Associated Press 


Lockdown ended after apparent shooting at University of North 
Carolina’s flagship campus 


President Joe Biden speaks on the anniversary of the Inflation 
Reduction Act during an event in the East Room of the White 
House, Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Biden will observe 9/11 in Alaska instead of the traditional NYC, 
Virginia or Pennsylvania events 
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By JOE McDONALD 
AP Business Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — Commerce 
Secretary Gina Raimondo 
said she and her Chinese 
counterpart agreed Mon- 
day to exchange informa- 
tion on U.S. export controls 
that frustrate Beijing and 
set up a group to discuss 
other commercial issues, 
but neither side appeared 
ready to make conces- 
sions on disputes that have 
plunged relations to their 
lowest level in decades. 
Raimondo joined Ameri- 
can officials including Trea- 
sury Secretary Janet Yellen 
in July who have visited 
China in hopes of reviv- 
ing chilly relations. They 
expressed optimism about 
improving communication 
but no progress on conflicts 
over technology, security, 
human rights and a linger- 
ing tariff war. 
For its part, Chinese leader 
Xi 
Jinping’s 
government 
wants to revive foreign in- 
vestor interest in China as 
it tries to reverse a deepen- 
ing economic slump. 
Raimondo said she and 
Commerce Minister Wang 


Wentao 
agreed 
during 
a four-hour meeting to 
launch an “information ex- 
change” on export con- 
trols. 
She said they also will set 
up a “working group” of 
officials and private sector 
representatives to “seek so- 


lutions on trade and invest- 
ment issues.” 
A key Chinese complaint 
is limits on access to pro- 
cessor chips and other U.S. 
technology 
on 
security 
grounds that threaten to 
hamper the ruling Commu- 
nist Party’s ambition to de- 


velop artificial intelligence 
and other industries. The 
curbs crippled the smart- 
phone business of Huawei 
Technologies Ltd., China’s 
first global tech brand. 
Raimondo said the infor- 
mation exchange will hold 
its first meeting Tuesday. 


“The United States is com- 
mitted to being transpar- 
ent about our export con- 
trol enforcement strategy,” 
Raimondo told reporters 
at Ambassador Nicholas 
Burns’s official residence. 
“We are not compromising 
or negotiating in matters of 
national security,” she said. 
“But this is meant to be a di- 
alogue where we increase 
transparency.” 
Earlier, Wang told Raimon- 
do that Beijing is ready to 
work together to “foster a 
more favorable policy envi- 
ronment for stronger coop- 
eration” and “bolster bilat- 
eral trade and investment.” 
Wang gave no details of 
possible initiatives. 
Beijing broke off dialogues 
with Washington on mili- 
tary, climate and other is- 
sues in August 2022 in retali- 
ation for a visit to Taiwan by 
then-Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
of the House of Represen- 
tatives. 
The 
Communist 
Party 
claims the self-ruled island 
democracy as part of its 
territory and objects to for- 
eign governments having 
contact with it.q 


By DUSAN STOJANOVIC 
Associated Press 
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) — 
Faced with the Russian ag- 
gression 
against 
Ukraine 
and fears of Moscow’s in- 
creasing influence in parts 
of the Balkans, the Euro- 
pean Union should make a 
“bold move” and accept 
new members by 2030, the 
European 
Council 
presi- 
dent said Monday. 
Speaking at an internation- 
al strategic forum at the 
Slovenian lakeside resort 
of Bled attended by West- 
ern Balkan leaders, Charles 
Michel said that it was time 
for those states that have 
been waiting in an EU 
membership line for more 
than 20 years to be given 
“a clear goal.” 
“We must talk about tim- 
ing, we must talk about our 


homework and I have a 
suggestion as we prepare 
next EU strategic agenda,” 
Michel said. “We must set 
ourselves a clear goal: I 
believe we must be ready 
on both sides by 2030 to 
enlarge,” he said, to a big 
round of applause. He said 
that the war in Ukraine “has 
shown that peace and de- 
mocracy cannot be taken 
for granted.” 
“This war is not just devas- 
tating Ukraine: this war has 
a profound impact on the 
future of our continent. It 
has a profound impact on 
global security,” he said. 
EU officials fear that Rus- 
sia could try to destabilize 
the Balkans, which went 
through a bloody war in 
the 1990s, and thus shift 
world attention from its ag- 
gression in Ukraine. Russia’s 


Balkan ally Serbia has re- 
fused to join EU sanctions 
against Moscow, although 
Belgrade says it respects 
Ukrainian territorial integrity. 
The Balkan states are at 
different stages of their EU 
accession talks. Many have 
been stalling on imple- 
menting the main EU pre- 
conditions for membership, 
such as the rule of law, free 
elections and media. 
The EU’s regular enlarge- 
ment update is due in Oc- 
tober, when EU officials 
are expected to report on 
progress 
in 
negotiations 
with the six Western Balkan 
states that have been wait- 
ing in line for more than two 
decades Serbia, Montene- 
gro, North Macedonia, Al- 
bania, Bosnia and Kosovo. 
For Ukraine and Moldova, 
which also want to join, the 


EU will decide on opening 
their full-on accession ne- 
gotiations at an EU summit 
in December. In his speech 
during the opening of the 


Bled forum on Monday, Slo- 
venian Prime Minister Rob- 
ert Golob said that the EU 
enlargement was a press- 
ing issue.q 


U.S. Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo, right, speaks next to U.S. Ambassador to China Nick 
Burns, left, during a meeting with China’s Minister of Commerce Wang Wentao, foreground, at the 
Ministry of Commerce in Beijing, Monday, Aug. 28, 2023. 
Associated Press 


U.S., China agree to discuss export controls as commerce 
secretary visits 


In this photo provided by the Slovenian Government, European 
Council President Charles Michel speaks during the Bled 
Strategic Forum 2023 at the Bled Festival Hall in Bled, Slovenia, 
Monday, Aug. 28, 2023. 


Associated Press 


EU official proposes 2030 as enlargement deadline for states 
waiting in line 
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By EVENS SANON 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 


— The director of Haiti’s Na- 
tional Police vowed Mon- 
day to hold accountable 


those 
who 
encouraged 
hundreds of parishioners 
to take up machetes and 
sticks over the weekend to 
try and rid a community of 
gang members, only to be 
fatally shot by them. 
Police Chief Frantz Elbé 
said the group’s religious 
leader, identified as Mar- 
corel Zidor, participated in 
the protest Saturday and 
was accompanied by un- 
identified people clad in 
olive green carrying assault 
rifles as they and the parish- 
ioners marched toward the 
community of Canaan. 
Elbé said the group drew 
gunfire from gang mem- 
bers, and that “multiple” 
people were killed and sev- 
eral kidnapped, though he 
did not provide numbers. 


He said police were try- 
ing to recover the bodies 
of those killed in Canaan, 
a community established 
north of the capital by sur- 
vivors of the country’s dev- 
astating 2010 earthquake. 
The community is con- 
trolled by a powerful gang 
whose leader goes only by 
“Jeff,” and who is an ally 
of another gang known as 
“Five Seconds.” 
Police said in a statement 
that they had tried to con- 
vince the religious group 
to stop their plan “to avoid 
a carnage by criminals 
who have an arsenal of 
war.” Elbé noted that the 
group had not notified 
police about the protest 
as required, and that of- 
ficers were unable to halt 


the crowd partly because 
it had split up into two 
groups. 
“Police did everything to 
stop them,” he said at a 
news conference, calling 
the event a “tragedy.” 
Zidor, the pastor, could not 
be immediately reached 
for comment. An Associ- 
ated Press team visited 
the church on Monday, 
but its big metal gates 
were closed, and no one 
responded to requests for 
entry. 
Tranquil Florant, a 32-year- 
old homeopathic doctor 
who is a member of the 
church, told the AP that the 
pastor announced plans 
for the weekend march on 
Thursday during an all-night 
prayer.q 


By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— Eight U.S. Marines re- 
mained in a hospital in the 
Australian north coast city 
of Darwin on Monday after 
they were injured in a fiery 
crash of a tiltrotor aircraft 
that killed three of their col- 
leagues on an island. 
All 20 survivors were flown 
from Melville Island 80 kilo- 
meters (50 miles) south to 
Darwin within hours of the 
Marine V-22 Osprey crash- 
ing at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
during a multinational train- 
ing exercise, Northern Terri- 
tory Chief Minister Natasha 
Fyles said. 
All were taken to the Royal 
Darwin Hospital, and 12 
had been discharged by 
Monday, she said. 
The first five Marines to ar- 
rive at the city’s main hos- 
pital were critically injured 
and one underwent emer- 
gency surgery. 
Fyles said she would not 
detail the conditions of 
eight who remained in the 
hospital out of respect for 
them and their families. 
“It’s ... a credit to everyone 
involved that we were able 
to get 20 patients from an 
extremely remote location 
on an island into our tertiary 
hospital within a matter of 


hours,” Fyles told reporters. 
The Osprey that crashed 
was one of two that flew 
from Darwin to Melville on 
Sunday as part of Exercise 
Predators Run, which in- 
volves the militaries of the 
United 
States, 
Australia, 
Indonesia, the Philippines 
and East Timor. 
All 23 Marines aboard the 
lost aircraft were temporar- 
ily based in Darwin as part 
of the Marine Corps’ an- 
nual troop rotation. 
Around 150 U.S. Marines 


are currently based in Dar- 
win and up to 2,500 rotate 
through the city every year. 
They are part of a realign- 
ment of U.S. forces in the 
Asia-Pacific that is broadly 
meant to face an increas- 
ingly assertive China. 
The bodies of the three 
Marines remained at the 
crash site, where an exclu- 
sion zone would be main- 
tained, Northern Territory 
Police Commissioner Mi- 
chael Murphy said. 
The cause of the crash had 


yet to be explained and in- 
vestigators would remain at 
the site for at least 10 days, 
Murphy said. 
The Osprey, a hybrid air- 
craft that takes off and 
lands like a helicopter but 
during flight can tilt its pro- 
pellers forward and cruise 
much faster like an air- 
plane, crashed into tropical 
forest and burst into flame. 
Before Sunday, there had 
been five fatal crashes 
of Marine Ospreys since 
2012, causing a total of 16 


deaths. 
The latest was in June 2022, 
when five Marines died in 
a fiery crash in a remote 
part of California east of 
San Diego. A crash inves- 
tigation report last month 
found that the tragedy was 
caused by a mechanical 
failure related to a clutch. 
There had been 16 similar 
clutch problems with the 
Marine Ospreys in flight 
since 
2012, 
the 
report 
found. But no problems 
have arisen since February 
when the Marine Corps be- 
gan replacing a piece of 
equipment on the aircraft, 
the report said. 
Emergency 
responders 
were surprised the death 
toll from Sunday’s crash 
was not higher. 
“For a chopper that crash- 
es and catches fire, to 
have 20 Marines that are 
surviving, I think that’s an 
incredible outcome,” Mur- 
phy said. Defense Minister 
Richard Marles was also 
greateful that the toll was 
not worse. 
“It’s remarkable that in 
many ways, so many have 
survived,” Marles told Nine 
News television. “This re- 
mains a very tragic inci- 
dent and the loss of those 
lives are keenly felt,” Marles 
added.q 


In this photo released by Australian Department of Defense, United States Marine Corps MV-22B 
Osprey tiltrotor aircraft are parked at RAAF Base Darwin, Australia, Aug. 11, 2023, during Exercise 
Alon at the Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2023. 


Associated Press 


8 U.S. Marines remain in a hospital after a fiery aircraft crash 


A woman cries as she and other residents flee their homes to 
escape armed clashes between rival criminal groups in the 
Carrefour-Feuilles district of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday, 
August 15, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Haiti police probe killings of parishioners who were led by a pastor 
into gang territory 


local a7 
Tuesday 29 augusT 2023 


Aruban snacks and where to find them 


ORANJESTAD — Want to 
taste something different 
for a change? How about 
some Aruban snacks that 
you can find all around the 
island? Hop in your car, and 
go to these locations to find 
some of the most popular 
and tasty snacks that are 
beloved by our locals. 


One of the staples of Aru- 
ban cuisine and snacks is 
the Pastechi. Pastechi is a 
Caribbean fried pastry that 
is filled with cheese, meat, 
chicken, 
veggies 
and 
sometimes even fish! Or per- 
haps you might want to try 
a croquette, locally called 
a “kroket,” which is a crusty 
fried snack with typically a 
meat and dough mix filling. 
The Aruban kroket is based 
on its Dutch counterpart, 
the “bitterbal”. 


These two snacks are typi- 
cally found in all local snack 
trucks, which can be found 
all over the island, including 
on the side of the main road 
that stretches from San 
Nicolas to the Hotel Area. 
You can also find pastechis 
and krokets at local bak- 
eries and snack shops, like 
Bright Bakery in Piedra Plat, 
Huchada in Santa Cruz or 
Pastechi House in the city 
center. These places may 
also sell other snacks and 
sandwiches too, perfect for 


on-the-road lunch break. 


While you’re at it, why not 
accompany 
your 
snack 
with a refreshing “batido”? 
Batidos are fruit shakes, 
typically made with added 
milk for some creaminess. 
However, you can also ask 
to hold the milk. Batidos are 
commonly found in snack 
shops too. You may find 
some batido shops next the 
flee markets downtown, or 
if you’re on your way to San 
Nicolas, at Mauchi Smooth- 
ies and Juice Bar in Sava- 
neta (located at the side of 
the main road). 


If you are looking for some- 
thing a bit more fresh and 
healthy, why not try some 
coconuts, or shaved ice 
from local vendors? These 
vendors carry their little 
shop at the back of their 
truck, so they are ever- 


moving around the island. 
However, there are a few 
spots where you can al- 
most always find a coco- 
nut/shaved ice vendor: 
1. Right next to the Red 
Anchor in San Nicolas, 
on the way to Baby 
Beach. 
2. Along the main road 
next to the airport field. 
3. At the California Light 
House. 
4. At the Alto Vista Cha- 
pel. 


These vendors may also sell 
other delights, like the be- 
loved coconut-based des- 
sert “cocada” or peanuts. 
All in all, in Aruba, you can 
always find some place 
to take a break and have 
a bite of something local, 
you maybe just might have 
to look for them!q 


Photo credit: wheninaruba.com 


Visit the natural bridges of Aruba! 


(Oranjestad)—After you’ve 
visited 
the 
Alto 
Vista 
Church, 
the 
Bushiribana 
Gold Mill Ruins and the 
mini natural pool that is lo- 
cated right next to it, you’re 
next up around the north- 
ern coast line must be the 
Natural Bridge. Once the 
largest natural bridge in the 
Caribbean, this bridge has 
been a tourist attraction for 
many years. 


The bridge was formed dur- 
ing thousands of years, cut 
and crafted by the wild 
waves that crash into the 
coral stone walls of the 
coast. Before its collapse, 
this bridge measured 30 
meters in length and 7 me- 
ters in height, making it the 
biggest natural bridge in 
the Caribbean at the time. 
For many years, this site was 
also a frequently visited 


beach, as the bridge had 
a small opening through 
which the water would flow 
into the tiny beach. 
Unfortunately in 2005, the 
bridge collapsed, and the 
little beach dried up. De- 
spite this, this site remained 
a tourist attraction, with 
many visitors walking along 
the coral cliffs of the bridge 
to see the spectacular view 
of the northern coastline 
and the Caribbean Sea. 
Visitors can also still visit the 
souvenir shop on the left of 
the bridge entrance. 


While the natural bridge 
no longer is functional, 
there is now a smaller nat- 
ural bridge very close. This 
bridge is often called the 
“Baby Bridge” or “Daugh- 
ter Bridge”. q 


The Baby Natural Bridge 


The Natural Bridge pre-collapse 
Current state of the Natural Bridge 
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Remember Amuse Bistro?... 
They’re back with a new concept; The Journey 


Known for their successful and top-notch establish- 
ments Amuse Bistro and Amuse Sunset, Chef Patrick 
van der Donk and his wife Yvette, who is a certified 
sommelier, are back with their latest gastronomic ad- 
venture that is now to be found at The Journey, beside 
the famous red windmill (De Olde Moulin) just off Eagle 
Beach, and will surely bring a brand new concept to 
take you on a culinary journey you will never forget. 


A family of 5, Chef Patrick, his wife Yvette 
and their 8 year old triplet sons, started 
their trajectory about a decade ago, 
with the renowned and loved Amuse 
Bistro that saw immense success. Due to 
a tragic incident in which the restaurant 
burned down, they gathered all their 
strength and continued their success at 
a new location behind the airport, as a 
brand new beginning named Amuse 
Sunset until they saw it come to an end. 
After overcoming unforeseen circum- 
stances like the pandemic, the family is 
stronger than ever and reading to be- 
gin a new adventure and welcome you 
aboard. 


The Journey offers a brand new, el- 
egant and chic concept. Taking the 
table in ‘Chef’s Table’ to heart, this new 
interpretation of ‘chef’s table’ features 
stand-alone tables which seat only 20 
patrons, all who must arrive before 7pm. 
Once you choose to embark on this 
adventure, the night will start once you 
arrived at your destination, right next to 
the mill in Palm Beach, where you will be 
welcomed with a toast of bubbles (on 
the house) on the terrace while you wait 
for the beginning of an unforgettable 
night. Once the clock hits 7pm, you will 
be taken into the restaurant for a magi- 
cal five-course Chef’s choice pre-fixed 
menu that will take your taste buds on a 
high class world tour. 


You can opt to pair your courses with the 
sommelier’s expertly curated choice of 
fine wines by the glass or order a bottle 
from their impressive wine list. With an 
open kitchen concept, you get to wit- 
ness the chef bring his inspiration and 
creations to life. By the end of the night, 
you are guaranteed to have made a 
few new friends with whom you’ve en- 
joyed a wonderful experience of culi- 
nary bliss. 


The Journey is open from Mon-Fri and is 
reservation only, we ask that all guests 
with a reservation arrive before 7pm. For 
further questions or information, refer to 
their website https://thejourneyaruba. 
com/ or contact Yvette at +297 565 
0535 


Make your reservation today and have 
a ‘Bon Voyage!’q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored a loyal visitor at Sasaki Apartments 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing a Goodwill Ambassa- 
dor of Aruba. This Ambassador was 
respectively honored with a cer- 
tificate acknowledging his years 
of visits, loyalty, and love for the 
island of Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as fol- 
lows: 


Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 


secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honoree was: 


Goodwill Ambassador 
Mr. Joseph Hyman from New York, 
United States. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity, and staff members of the Sasaki 
Apartments bestowed the Ambas- 
sador certificate to the honoree, 
presented him with gifts, and also 
thanked him for choosing Aruba 
as his favorite vacation destination 


and his home away from home. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba, 
provided by the honorees were: 
•	 
Aruba’s 
year-round 
sunny 
weather. 
•	 
Aruba’s Tradewinds. 
•	 
“Reuniting with my Aruba fam- 
ily and friends.” 
•	 
“Aruba is my home away from 


home.” 
•	 
Aruba’s friendly people. 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, we would like to express 
our sincere gratitude and appre- 
ciation to the honoree for his con- 
tinued visits to the “One Happy Is- 
land”. q 


The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history 


(Oranjestad)—The 
Bushiribana 
Gold Mill Ruins is one of the most 
visited places by tourists on the is- 
land, as it lies along the northern 
coast line near the mini pool and 
on the way to the Natural Bridge. 
Despite its seemingly plain ap- 
pearance, this ruin represents one 
of the most important histories of 
the island: The Aruban Gold Rush. 


Built in 1872 by English company 
Aruba Island Gold Mining Compa- 
ny Ltd, the gold mill at Bushiribana 
was constructed in the area where 
most gold was found by locals. The 
story of gold on Aruba actually 
dates back to 1725, when a first 
exploration for gold on the island 
was commissioned by the Dutch 
West India Company. Under the 
leadership of Mr. Paulus Printz, a 
three-year search was conducted 
on Aruba, to no avail. Though they 
found some gold, it was enough to 
motivate a further search, and the 
assignment was discontinued by 
Printz himself. 


It wasn’t until 100 years later, in 
1824, when a young boy found a 
lump of gold while out herding his 
father’s sheep. His father took it to a 
local merchant who then sold the 
lump for $70. Unbeknownst to the 
boy and his father, they quite liter- 
ally struck gold, and as word got 
out, a gold fever spread among 


the locals who started searching 
for more gold. About 25 pounds 
worth was found. 


At the same time, the Aruban gov- 
ernment took immediate actions, 
and informed Curacao that gold 
was found. At first, everyone could 
look for gold, as long as they sold it 
to the government. However, after 


some time, the government decid- 
ed to implement stricter rules and 
banned local search parties. 
Over the years, concession-holding 
had seen different companies from 
around the world, all of which used 
primitive methods to dig and carve 
out gold from the rocks. Aruba Is- 
land Gold Mining Company Ltd. 
was no different, but used a unique 
method that involved grinding the 
rocks and letting the dust be blown 
away by the strong northeast wind, 
leaving clumps of gold behind. The 
next step was melting the gold and 
letting it attach to quicksilver in or- 
der to obtain pure gold. All these 
processes were done at the Bushiri- 
bana Gold Mill. 


The gold mill itself had a short life- 
span: only 10 years in service, but 
its structure remained relatively sol- 
id till this day, and is now a histori- 
cal remnant. q 


Sources: Etnia Nativa & goldminer- 
anch.com. 
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The Aloe industry of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD— Aloe led a 
thriving existence on our 
island where it was intro- 
duced around 1840; lime- 
stone soil and dry weather 
were the best conditions for 
aloe to thrive. Of the 500+ 
species, only a few were 
used traditionally as herbal 
medicines, Aloe Vera be- 
ing the most commonly 
used species. 
1 Aloe barbadensis with 
its’s yellow flowers @ Etnia 
Nativa garden 
The Aruba aloe also known 
as ‘barbaloin’, has an aloin 
content of 22 percent bit- 
ter, yellow-brown colored 
compound noted in the 
exudate of at least 68 Aloe 
species, whereas the con- 
tent of the aloe elsewhere 
in the world is supposed to 
average 15 percent at the 
highest. 
From March to June the 
harvest is brought in, a very 
suitable time for Aruba 
since this is the dry season, 
during which in the seven- 
teenth century and virtually 
till about 1928, there was 
little employment. 
2 Aloe drip system 
The resin-sap, called ‘aze- 
ta’ in Papiamento, what 
stands for oil, was allowed 
to leak from the plants. The 
thick pulpy leaves sharply 
dentate at the edges were 
laid in drip-troughs, sloping 
gutters consisting of two 
boards. Payment for this 
heavy work was made by 
the gallon; hence deceit 
was sometimes practiced 
by thinning the sap. It was 


transported in small lidded 
casks, strapped on donkeys 
in pairs, to the boiling -pots, 
to be reduced by evapo- 
ration. This reducing of the 
sap to resin took place in 
open brass pots of about 
200 liters content. The thick 
liquid 
was 
subsequently 
ladled into oil-boxes where 
it cooled off and coagu- 
lated into a mass which 
contracted to a consider- 
able degree. Such a box 
contained 57.5 kilos of res- 
in. Sometimes the resin was 
poured into calabashes, in 
which packing slightly high- 
er prices could be made. 
Today modern aloe prod- 
ucts are made locally. 
3 Old times of aloe recol- 
lection 
Mr. Laurens Oduber was 
once one of the main ex- 
porters of this coveted resin 
owning vast pieces of land 
surrounding 
Oranjestad. 
The aloe resin was sent 
abroad, most of it by far to 
New York, but also to Texas, 
Hamburg and London. 
About 1890 prices began 
to fall and in 1900 no more 
than three dollar cents per 
pound could be obtained. 
Nevertheless during this pe- 
riod aloe-growing was con- 
tinued on Aruba though 
it was impossible to make 
profits. 
The better grades in partic- 
ular went to London, realiz- 
ing as much as 60 shillings 
per hundred pounds. In the 
London of before the First 
World War the aloe from all 
the three islands was priced 
a little higher than that from 


the Cape: 31 to 36 shillings 
for the island grades, 29 
to 32 shillings for the Cape 
ones. 
As a source of income at 
any rate the aloe was im- 
portant enough for the 
parish-priest of Sabaneta 
to keep a field as 1916 "in 
favor of the Church". 
Like all other industries al- 
oe-growing was affected 
by the coming of the oil- 
industry. Not until 1950 was 
aloe-planting on a large 
scale resumed. 
In 1947 the Aruba aloe 
products company was in- 
augurated, meanwhile in 
the previous century the 
use of aloe was common 
among 
the 
inhabitants 
but without applying any 
previous process not until 
about 1890 did they begin 
to extract its aloin in order 
to work it up to laxatives, 
etc. Aruba always shipped 
plain aloe-juice, which had 
to be thinned elsewhere 
so as to obtain aloin. The 
Aruba Aloe Products Com- 
pany now purchases this 


juice to work it up at fac- 
tory in 1949. This aloin is 
shipped direct from Aruba 
to the United States, export 
to England. 
Under the supervision of an 
expert, the American Irving 
D. Cantor, about six men 
are at work in this industry, 
whose foundation cost half 
a million guilders. It goes 
without saying that the 
factory only works full time 
in the period from July to 
January, but since already 
in March the first sap is 
bought, this newest industry 
on our island represents an 
important asset. However, 
the growth of the market- 
ing of aloe was threatened 
by the rights of protec- 
tion in other countries and 
by the circumstance that 
young people are not in- 
clined to seek employment 
in it and prefer another 
type of work. In 1951 its pro- 
duction amounted to ap- 
proximately 15,000 pounds, 
representing 
around 
30 
percent of world produc- 
tion. 


4- Aloe Art by recycled 
plastic by Etnia Nativa 
To get to know more about 
Aruba and its origins, its 
animals and culture, we 
highly recommend you to 
book your visit for our re- 
nowned cultural encounter 
session has been entertain- 
ing curious participants for 
decades. Mail us at etni- 
anativa03@gmail.com 
to 
confirm your participation. 
Our facilities and activities 
take place close to high 
rise hotels. q 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes. 
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” land- 
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru- 
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the en- 
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc- 
tion to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are stay- 
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc- 
tion, it will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manufac- 
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come From? 
There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu- 
nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu- 
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 
the island. This is the usual shallow 


mooring location for ships await- 
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor- 
mal procedure is that they would 
walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in- 
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug- 
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti- 
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 
Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 


Superintendent of Lago’s Labora- 
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 
these gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with something in- 
novative for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes- 
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then re- 
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep- 
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 
Speziale, 
requested 
assistance 


from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re- 
finery, graciously sandblasted and 
painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora- 
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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By KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Artificial 
intelligence has been the 
buzzword of 2023 ever since 
ChatGPT made its public 
debut earlier this year, with 
businesses, schools, univer- 
sities and even non-profits 
looking for ways to inte- 
grate AI in their operations. 
John Kim, chief product 
officer for PayPal, spoke 
with The Associated Press 
about how the company 
is using the early prolifera- 
tion of artificial intelligence 
technologies in its business, 
as well as PayPal’s future 
in payments when there’s 
so much competition. The 
interview has been edited 
for length and clarity. 
Q: How have security issues 
changed 
since 
you’ve 
been in this role or similar 
roles? How much more 
complicated or sophisti- 
cated are threats or op- 
portunities to protect cus- 
tomer data? 
A: One way you you can 
put it is that the fraud is 
a pretty big business, it’s 
growing and getting more 
sophisticated by the day. It 
used to be that you would 
get, let’s say, an email sent 
to you and you’d find some- 
thing off about it, right? Like 
there’s a misspelling and 
you think “Gosh, I don’t 
see this person misspelling 
this common thing” or the 
email seems to imply that 
it doesn’t have a deep un- 
derstanding of who I am. 
Then it became voices 
over the phone trying to 
convince you to do some- 
thing. Now people can 
create whole identities us- 
ing AI. 
Q: How are you integrating 
AI into the work you’re do- 
ing? Where do you see the 
most promise for AI in pay- 
ments? 


Associated Press Illustration/Peter Hamlin 


How PayPal is using AI to combat 
fraud, and make it easier to pay 


A: 
We’re 
planning 
on 
launching three new prod- 
ucts with ties to AI in the 
next 120 days. For exam- 
ple, we have a checkout 
feature we are rolling out 
that uses AI to keep track 
of all the permutations of 
your addresses and per- 
sonal information that you 
might use, and use AI to 
predict the right one to use 
with the right merchant. 
We currently try to detect 
unusual patterns for ex- 
ample, 
patterns 
where 
fraudsters are trying to test 
your stolen card out to see 
if it’s good or not and alert 
you through the PayPal 
wallet so you can get that 
card shut down with your 
bank quickly. But detect- 
ing these patterns can get 
really complicated, and 
the patterns can change 
on the fly, so AI we be- 
lieve will help us anticipate 
these changes and keep 
us ahead. 
Q: But on that same point, 
where do you think AI is be- 
ing oversold in some ways, 
or where do you think that 
the use case in your indus- 
try isn’t really there quite 
yet? 
A: I think AI has captured 
a lot of people’s imagina- 
tions this year. It’s made its 
way to boardrooms, into 


stores, every product con- 
versation. Some people 
have been skeptical, and 
I think some skepticism is 
healthy. For example, we 
want to use AI to increase 
our chatbots’ capability 
to engage with custom- 
ers, but how much do we 
invest in such technolo- 
gy which can be expen- 
sive to develop and run 
when a customer service 
agent could do it better? 
Cost is going to be a mas- 
sive issue. But in this short 
timetable since ChatGPT 
launched in March, I think 
you can’t dismiss any claim 
you hear about AI at the 
moment because it’s mov- 
ing so fast. 
Q: A lot of competition has 
entered into the payments 
space in the last several 
years. Apple Pay. Google 
Pay. Buy now, pay later. 
PayPal is the oldest com- 
pany in the online pay- 
ments industry. What chal- 
lenges have there been in 
trying to differentiate Pay- 
Pal from the competition? 
A: PayPal really was a 
one-of-a-kind 
company 
for much of the early part 
of its life. So back then it 
was really about just get- 
ting scale. You didn’t really 
have to sell the value prop- 
osition. But now we really 
have to focus on the value 
proposition. Customers ev- 
ery day choose how they 
wish to pay for things, so 
you need to provide value 
above just being a method 
to pay, like security and 
fraud protection, or let- 
ting people now they are 
fully protected while at the 
same time making us the 
easiest way to pay.q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Sta. Cruz: Tel. 585 8028 
San Lucas : Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Great investment opportunity 
2656 m2 lease land on eagle 
beach 
12 office spaces approved to 
build 
Next to gloria 
Price $ 750 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
2 BR Ocean Front 
gold season 
Price : $ 17 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


House For Sale 
Noord 10 min drive to palm 
beach 
super market , gas station 
3 BR 2 Bath 
Price : $ 350 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.online 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
saliña serka 
Fixer upper 
3 BR 2 Bath with appartment 
Price :$325 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House for sale 
Kamay Noord 
3 BR 2 Bath 
10 min walk to palm beach 
Price : $650 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
Pos abow near 
super food Pizza Hut 
10 min walk to eagle beach 
3 BR 2 Bath with pool 
Price :$ 325 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Pearl eagle Beach 
2 BR 2 Bath 
5 min walk to best beach in the 
Caribbean 
Price :$450 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Great investment opportunity 
Property land 
13,401m2 ( 144247,163 sq feet) 
2 KM away from eagle Beach 
Bubali aruba 
Price : us 2,950,000,00 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Time - share resale and Condo 
are you interested in sell your 
Time -share or Condo in aruba 
Call the experts 37 years doing 
honest 
Business on the islands 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle Beach 
1 BR Week # 33 room # 4120 
29 weeks remain on the contract 
Price: 7 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites / 
Casa del Mar 
eagle beach 
1 BR and 2 BR for sale 
From week 14 to 50 
1 BR prices start at $2400 
2 BR prices start at $6000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 for 
inventory or email me at: johnny- 
paesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Eagle Resort 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 33 room # 326 a 
1 BR WK # 34 room # 2555 g 
Price : $ 6 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


_________________________________216923 


Aruba Beach Club 
eagle beach 
studio superior 
Week 39 room # 229 and 231 
Pool / ocean view 
Price :$3500 each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR week 37 room # 2128 
1 BR week 38 room # 2322 
ground floor harbor ocean view 
Price : $6500 each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 
The box office results are in 
and Sony’s racing movie 
“Gran Turismo” won the 
weekend over “Barbie,” 
after all.On Sunday, “ Gran 
Turismo” appeared to be 
neck-and-neck with War- 
ner Bros.’ “Barbie,” now in 
its sixth weekend, with both 
hovering just over $17 mil- 
lion. But Monday actuals 
reported by the studios 
provided a clear winner: 
“Gran 
Turismo” 
ended 
up with $17.4 million from 
North American theaters 
against 
“Barbie’s” 
$15.1 
million. 
As is usually the case with 
new wide releases, “Gran 
Turismo’s” total also includ- 
ed earnings from Thursday 
night pre-shows ($1.4 mil- 
lion). More unconvention- 
ally, however, Sony also 
factored in $3.9 million 
from other preview screen- 
ings (or “sneaks”) held be- 
fore Thursday a less com- 
monly used but still stan- 
dard practice. 
“Gran Turismo” was origi- 
nally set for a wide release 
on Aug. 11, but with actors 
unable to help promote 
the film as the actors strike 
stretches on, Sony pivoted 
and instead opted for limit- 
ed preview screenings and 
fan events for two weeks, 
leading up to a national 
rollout this past weekend. 
It was an unusual weekend 
in multiplexes. q 


‘Gran 
Turismo’ 
takes 
weekend 
box office 
crown over 
‘Barbie’ after 
all 
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By DONNA EDWARDS 
Associated Press 
LaToya Watkins has sur- 
passed the high bar set by 
her beautifully crushing de- 
but novel, “Perish,” with a 
collection of short stories ti- 
tled “Holler, Child.” Heavily 
rooted in west Texas where 
the author grew up, the 11 
fictional pieces focus on 
Black lives and the huge 
range of people and rela- 
tionships within to form a 
profound collection. 
In the namesake short story, 
which includes some of the 
most brutal scenes in the 
book, the bloodied face of 
the narrator’s son reminds 
her of the day she was 
raped and beaten “Hol- 
ler, Child” being what she 
commanded her 17-year- 
old self to do way back 
then, but couldn’t. Now, 
confronted with the possi- 
bility that her son may have 
raped someone, she has a 
chance to handle things 
differently. 
Its ending is completely un- 
expected a battlefield of 
conflicting logic and emo- 
tion that’s hard to fathom, 
but also strangely sensical. 
While many of the pages 
are about mothers and 
wives, some are from a 


male 
perspective, 
like 
“Dog Person.” The narrator 
convinces his girlfriend to 
accept his dog as a part of 
himself in a story that turns 
out to be absolutely heart- 
wrenching. Layers of be- 
trayal and hurt and blame 
and 
sadness 
have 
no- 
where to go, so they fester. 
What does the dog have to 
do with it? It’s impossible to 
say, exactly, even though 
the dog is the keystone of 
the story. 
Generations 
of 
trauma, 
sacrifice and striving make 
the characters complex 
and Watkins fits loads of in- 
formation into just a hand- 
ful of pages by skipping un- 
necessary context. Instead, 
she draws on societal truths 
and the reader’s empathy 
to form the solid foundation 
beneath each story. 
Each voice brings some- 
thing special, every narra- 
tive hard-hitting yet tender. 
Then, in the final short “Time 
After,” it all comes home. 
And, really, all the stories 
are about coming home 
wherever 
or 
whomever 
home may be, and re- 
gardless how the charac- 
ters feel about it. In many 
cases, home is west Texas. 
In some, it’s a mother, or 
oneself. An article by Wat- 
kins for Juneteenth this year 


the first year it was officially 
recognized as a federal 
holiday despite over a cen- 
tury of celebrations helps to 
frame the motif of gender 
roles and divisions between 
men and women through- 
out “Holler, Child.” It’s a 
messy, fluid thing that she 
explores in various forms: 
a wife completely fed up 
with her husband after de- 
cades of marriage; a hus- 
band who feels his wife has 
peeled away pieces of him 
over the years; two sisters in 
search of the brother who 
was disowned because of 
his identity. 
Those male-female rela- 
tionships go on to influence 
others, like the daughter 
who confronts her mother 
for her cold-heartedness; 
the mother who decides 
to love her kids out of spite 
for her husband; and the 
young woman who sees 
her parents in a new light 
after her baby’s father re- 
fuses to help. 
The stories lay bare the 
death of a child, a partner, 
a sibling, a pet topics that, 
in less careful hands, might 
be beyond ethical ap- 
proach in a mere 20 pag- 
esq 


This cover image released by Tiny Reparations shows “Holler, 
Child” by LaToya Watkins 


Associated Press 


‘Holler, Child’ is a profound short story collection about Black lives 
in America 


By MARIA SHERMAN 
AP Music Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Trans- 
Siberian Orchestra the 


heavy metal, classical mu- 
sic, theater production, py- 
rotechnics and laser light- 
show hybrid will return this 


winter. 
“The Ghosts of Christmas 
Eve the Best of TSO & 
More,” will hit 62 cities and 
deliver 104 performances 
in both matinee and eve- 
ning sets. It kicks off on Nov. 
15 at the Resch Center in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, and 
runs through Dec. 30, con- 
cluding at the Xcel Energy 
Center in Saint Paul, Minne- 
sota. 
Al Pitrelli, TSO’s guitarist and 
music director, says that 
since the band started 28 
years ago, their winter tours 
have become a tradition 
for loyal fans and their fami- 
lies. 
“I call them repeat offend- 
ers,” he jokes. 
Pitrelli estimates that nearly 


half the attendees have 
been “coming to us since 
the jump.” 
Fans can expect a memo- 
rable 
performance 
that 
references the band’s 1999 
“The Ghosts of Christmas 
Eve” television film and al- 
bum. The story follows a 
young girl who runs away 
from home on Christmas 
Eve; she’s alone, visions 
come to her, and eventual- 
ly she makes her way back 
to her family at midnight, 
just in time for the Christmas 
holiday. Singers represent 
different characters, wo- 
ven into a narrative by the 
late founder Paul O’Neill. 
Pitrelli believes the reason 
TSO 
performances 
con- 
tinue to draw people in is 


found in the story. 
“Everybody misses some- 
body, especially on Christ- 
mas,” he says. The show 
provides 
an 
arena 
for 
people to feel less alone, 
“wrapped up in the world’s 
biggest rock and roll pro- 
duction,” he adds. 
The numbers don’t lie: As of 
July 2022, Pollstar put Trans- 
Siberian Orchestra’s box of- 
fice gross at $769 million. 
Tickets for the 2023 holi- 
day tour will go on sale on 
Friday, Sept. 15, at 10 a.m. 
local time. Limited $39 tick- 
ets will be available for pur- 
chase within the first week, 
or while supplies last. A dol- 
lar from each ticket sold will 
be donated to charity.q 


Members of Trans-Siberian Orchestra perform on Nov. 11, 2022 
during a rehearsal for their 2022 Winter Tour at Mid-America 
Center in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 


Associated Press 


Trans-Siberian Orchestra will return with a heavy metal holiday 
tour, ‘The Ghosts of Christmas Eve’ 
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By WILL GRAVES 
AP National Writer 
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — 
Simone Biles is not going to 
explain herself. Part of this is 
by design. Part of this is be- 
cause she simply can’t. 
When the gymnastics star 
is at her best, as she was 
on Sunday night while win- 
ning her record eighth U.S. 
championship, she feels like 
she’s in a “fever dream.” 
It’s not autopilot exactly. 
It’s more of a vibe. A flow. 
It’s in those moments that 
the doubts that still plague 
her almost daily even now, 
a decade into a run of un- 
precedented excellence, 
fade away. 
There is no thinking. No 
overanalyzing. No “ twist- 
ies.” All of it recedes into the 
background. Her coach 
Laurent Landi calls it a skill. 
Biles, even at 26, won’t go 
that far. 
Maybe because she simply 
doesn’t want to. 
She spent a long time, far 
too long, getting caught 
up in her head. She’s intent 
on not doing it this around. 
So yeah, she was smiling 
midway through a floor 
routine that made almost 
every other competitor on 
the floor stop what they 
were doing to watch and 
drew a standing ovation 
from a portion of the sellout 
SAP Center crowd. No, she 
can’t explain why. When 
her coaches told her she’d 
nailed every tumbling pass, 
she was clueless. 
“It just doesn’t feel real for 
some reason,” Biles said. 
It is. Remarkably. 
Ten years ago she was 
a teenage prodigy who 
doesn’t remember much 
from her ascension to the 
top of her sport. She was 
always fixated on the next 
thing. 
World 
champion- 
ships. Team camps. The 
Olympics. 
Now she’s a 26-year-old 
newlywed 
determined 
to enjoy this. For real. Six 
months ago she wasn’t 
sure she was all in. Three 
weeks ago she returned 
to competition in Chicago 
feeling as if she was going 
to “throw up” every time 
she saluted the judges. 
The woman who posted 


a two-day all-around to- 
tal of 118.40 this weekend 
in northern California four 
points clear of runner-up 
Shilese 
Jones 
and 
well 
ahead of Florida junior Le- 
anne Wong in third place 
is not ready to hit fast for- 
ward. She won. She’s let- 
ting herself be happy this 
time. That didn’t always 
happen before. 
“We really try to celebrate 
our 
success 
individually 
and as a team just so that 
in a couple of years you 
can remember this,” she 
said. 
“Because 
I 
really 
don’t remember a lot from 
the past.” 
She knows that gymnastics 
won’t last “forever” even if, 
for her in a way it has. 
Peaks aren’t supposed to 
last this long. 
Most elite gymnasts at 26 at 
least the ones who haven’t 
retired are simply hoping to 
hold on to what they have. 
The athlete who became 
the oldest woman to win 
a national title since USA 
Gymnastics began orga- 
nizing the event in 1963 is 
not interested in that. Landi 
called Biles’ floor routine in 
the finals the best he’d ever 


seen her do. 
“I think it’s maturity,” he 
said. 
Biles’ eight crowns moved 
her past Alfred Jochim, 
who won seven between 
1925-33 when the Ama- 
teur Athletics Union ran the 
championships 
and 
the 
men’s competition includ- 
ed rope climbing. 
Yes, really. 
The sport has come a long 
way over the last century. 
No one has spent more 
time at the far end of the 
Bell curve than Biles, whose 
singular talents continue to 
push boundaries. 
She’s training smarter these 
days, her only real acqui- 
escence to the miles she’s 
put on it for the last 20 
years. While she remains 
one of the most visible ac- 
tive athletes in the Olympic 
movement, she’s making it 
a point not to let the world 
in on every single little thing 
as she eyes a trip to Paris 
next summer. 
Biles joked it’s because 
people are “nosy.” The re- 
ality is, she’d just like a little 
privacy. 
“I like to keep (my goals) 
personal, just so that I know 


what I’m aiming for,” Biles 
said. “I think it’s better that 
way. I’m trying to move a 
little bit differently this year 
than I have in the past. I 
think it’s working so far, so 
I’m going to keep it secre- 
tive.” 
There appears to be more 
balance in her life, leaning 
into the “it’s just gymnas- 
tics” mantra that helped 
fuel her rise. 
Age hasn’t caught up to 
her yet, though she played 
it relatively safe by her 
standards on Sunday. She 
tweaked her right ankle 
while drilling her electric 
Yurchenko 
double 
pike 
vault on Friday. 
The 14.850 she received for 
her Cheng vault was still 
the highest of the night on 
the event. So was the 14.8 
she earned on beam. That 
15.400 on floor, too. 
Next stop is Antwerp in late 
September, where Biles will 
try to add to the 25 world 
championship medals 18 
of them gold she’s cap- 
tured so far. 
Jones figures to be on the 
plane too. The 21-year-old 
is a marvel on bars, where 
she thrives despite being 


tall (5-foot-6ish) for some- 
one who opts to do this for 
a living. The crowd erupted 
when she nailed her dis- 
mount, her 15.000 score 
was tops in the meet on the 
event and put 10 months 
filled with injuries that have 
slowed her training firmly 
behind her. 
Who joins Jones and Biles at 
worlds remains very much 
up in the air. 
Reigning Olympic cham- 
pion Sunisa Lee, who has 
spent most of the year bat- 
tling a kidney issue her doc- 
tors are still trying to get a 
handle on, could have a 
chance as a specialist. 
Wong, one of several ath- 
letes trying to compete at 
the NCAA and elite levels 
at the same time, put to- 
gether two stellar nights 
that included an elegant 
bars set and a floor exercise 
that makes up for in preci- 
sion what it lacks in power. 
Jade Carey and Jordan 
Chiles, teammates of Biles’ 
at the 2020 Olympics, who 
have also spent the last 
two years splitting time be- 
tween college and elite, 
weren’t quite as sharp. Chil- 
es fell off both the bars and 
beam. Carey finished in the 
top 10 on just one event 
vault where the Americans 
figure to be loaded. 
Biles will lead the charge. 
She joked she asks herself 
every day why she’s out 
there. The answer is simple. 
She feels like she owes it to 
herself. 
“I still feel like I’m capable 
of doing it,” she said. 
It certainly looks that way.q 


Simone Biles competes on the beam during the U.S. Gymnastics Championships, Sunday, Aug. 
27, 2023, in San Jose, Calif. 


Associated Press 


Simone Biles wins a record 8th U.S. Gymnastics title a full decade 
after her first 
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By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Patrick Mahomes is a two- 
time NFL MVP, a two-time 
Super Bowl MVP and has 
led the Kansas City Chiefs 
to the AFC championship 
game five straight seasons. 
Any poll that ranks play- 
ers has to start with No. 15. 
Mahomes was a unani- 
mous choice by The Associ- 
ated Press for the top spot 
among quarterbacks. 
A panel of nine AP Pro 
Football Writers ranked the 
top five players at QB, mak- 
ing their selections based 
on current status entering 
the 2023 season. First-place 
votes were worth 10 points. 
Second through fifth-place 
votes were worth 5, 3, 2 
and 1 points. 
Joe Burrow, Josh Allen and 
Jalen Hurts each received 
second-place votes. Four- 
time NFL MVP Aaron Rod- 
gers was named on seven 
ballots. 
Justin Herbert, Kirk Cousins, 
Trevor Lawrence and La- 
mar Jackson also received 
votes. 
1. PATRICK MAHOMES, Kan- 
sas City Chiefs: Mahomes 
had another spectacular 
season despite losing star 


receiver Tyreek Hill. He re- 
ceived 49 of 50 first-place 
votes for AP All-Pro and 
48 of 50 for AP NFL MVP. If 
any player has a chance 
to challenge Tom Brady’s 
seven Super Bowl rings, it’s 
Mahomes. He only turns 28 
next month and the Chiefs 
are built to keep winning. 
Mahomes 
and 
coach 
Andy Reid are a perfect fit 


together. 
2. JOE BURROW, Cincinnati 
Bengals: Burrow edged Al- 
len for the No. 2 spot by 
one point despite being 
left off two ballots due to 
his calf injury. 
Burrow got five second- 
place votes. He’s led the 
Bengals to the AFC cham- 
pionship game against Ma- 
homes and the Chiefs two 


years in a row, winning one. 
Burrow beat Mahomes on 
the road in the playoffs in 
2022 and led the Bengals 
to a victory over Allen and 
the Bills on the road in the 
AFC divisional round last 
season. 
3. JOSH ALLEN, Buffalo Bills: 
Allen was named on every 
ballot, getting votes in ev- 
ery spot from Nos. 2-5. Allen 


is the only QB in NFL history 
with three straight seasons 
throwing 
25 
touchdown 
passes and rushing for five 
scores. Allen has led the Bills 
to three straight AFC East 
titles but Buffalo has lost in 
the divisional round the last 
two seasons. 
4. AARON RODGERS, New 
York Jets: Rodgers had a 
disappointing season to fin- 
ish his career in Green Bay 
after winning consecutive 
MVP awards in 2020-21. 
The 39-year-old future Hall 
of Famer has been rejuve- 
nated in New York. He’ll be- 
come a folk hero if he can 
lead the Jets to a Super 
Bowl for the first time since 
Broadway Joe Namath. 
5. JALEN HURTS, Philadel- 
phia Eagles: Hurts had a 
breakout season in 2022, 
finishing runner-up to Ma- 
homes for AP NFL MVP and 
third behind Justin Jefferson 
and Mahomes for AP Of- 
fensive Player of the Year. 
Hurts had a spectacular 
Super Bowl but the Eagles 
lost to Mahomes and the 
Chiefs 38-35. Hurts, who 
was selected on six of nine 
ballots, finished one point 
behind Rodgers for fourth 
place.q 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
Andy Reid couldn’t win the 
big one until he went to 
Kansas City and got Patrick 
Mahomes. 
Now, 
there’s 
no telling how many big 
games the coach affec- 
tionately known as “Big 
Red” will end up winning. 
Reid was a near-unani- 
mous choice by The Associ- 
ated Press for the top spot 
among NFL head coaches, 
receiving eight of nine first- 
place votes. 
A panel of nine AP Pro Foot- 
ball Writers ranked the top 
five head coaches, mak- 
ing their selections based 
on current status entering 
the 2023 season. First-place 
votes were worth 10 points. 
Second through fifth-place 
votes were worth 5, 3, 2 
and 1 points. 


Six-time Super Bowl cham- 
pion Bill Belichick got the 
other first-place vote. Kyle 
Shanahan, 
Mike 
Tomlin, 
John Harbaugh, Mike Vra- 


bel, Sean McVay and Nick 
Sirianni each got second- 
place votes. 
A total of 13 coaches re- 
ceived at least one vote, 


including 
Pete 
Carroll, 
Doug Pederson, Sean Pay- 
ton, Sean McDermott and 
Matt LaFleur. 
1. ANDY REID, Kansas City 
Chiefs: Reid won more 
games than any coach in 
the history of the Philadel- 
phia Eagles, leading the 
franchise to six NFC cham- 
pionship games and one 
Super Bowl appearance 
in 14 seasons. He went to 
Kansas City in 2013 and has 
led the Chiefs to a winning 
record 10 straight years, in- 
cluding double-digit wins 
nine times. The Chiefs have 
hosted the AFC title game 
the last five seasons and 
won two Super Bowls in 
three tries. 
2. BILL BELICHICK, New 
England Patriots: Belichick 
is one of three coaches in 
NFL history to win six cham- 


pionships and he ranks 
third behind Don Shula and 
Tom Landry on the all-time 
wins list. However, Belich- 
ick hasn’t won a playoff 
game since Tom Brady left 
New England. He’s 80-90 in 
his career in games Brady 
didn’t start. 
3. KYLE SHANAHAN, San 
Francisco 49ers: Shanahan 
is the only coach in the top 
five who hasn’t won a Super 
Bowl. He guided the 49ers 
to the NFC championship 
game last season with third- 
string QB Brock Purdy and 
led them to one Super Bowl 
appearance and two NFC 
championship games with 
Jimmy Garoppolo. Shana- 
han edged Tomlin for third 
place by one point. He 
was named on five ballots, 
getting two second-place 
votes.q 


Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) sets back to pass in the first half of a 
preseason NFL football game against the New Orleans Saints in New Orleans, Sunday, Aug. 13, 
2023. 
Associated Press 


Patrick Mahomes is unanimous choice by AP for the top NFL 
quarterback 


Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid smiles prior to 
answering a question during an NFL football media availability 
ahead of Super Bowl 57, in Scottsdale, Ariz., Thursday, Feb. 9, 
2023. 


Associated Press 


Andy Reid in the lead spot in AP’s NFL Top 5 head coach rankings 


